
Markham 
Centre 
Planning 
Update

 ● Greater density with many 
tall buildings

 ● Increased Transportation-
Demand

 ● Additional Community 
Services and Parks

Work on the Markham Centre Secondary Plan is continuing. It is arguably one of 
the biggest single development projects in North America, geographically the 
same size as downtown Toronto, extending from Kennedy Road to Woodbine 
Ave., and from Hwy 7 to the 407. Planning consultants tasked with creating the 
plan are suggesting that a target population of 101,000 is reasonable. That is a 
lot more people - 30% more! It means a very different kind of community than 
many of us are used to. 

I am concerned about whether the current and even planned transportation 
infrastructure can handle the volume of people, to say nothing of schools, parks, 
community centres and other necessary community amenities. Find out more 
and complete a feedback survey at yourvoicemarkham/YourMarkhamCentre. 

If you are a resident of Markham Centre and would like to join a new residents 
association currently forming in the area, please contact me at the email address 
or phone number below.

Planning for more 
cyclists and pedestrians
In June Markham council received a new Active Transportation 
Masterplan to consider in an upcoming council workshop. The ATMP 
will guide the design and provision of more and better walking and 
cycling facilities on our roads and in our trail system for many years 
to come. As we wrestle with climate change and public health issues 
it is clear that we all need to be out on our feet and our bikes much 
more. Markham is working to make that safe and convenient. For 
more information visit yourvoicemarkham.ca. 

Not sure where to ride your bike in Markham? Just Google “Markham Cycling Map”. The city 
has over 400km of on and off-road bicycle routes and trails for commuting and recreational use. The city cycling 
map helps cyclists find the best routes to their destinations while highlighting points of interest such as libraries, 
community centres, GO Stations, parks and other useful community information for cyclists.

This 
is our 
shot!

Co-led by Dr. Anju Anand, 
a respirologist at St. 
Michael’s Hospital, This Is 
Our Shot is a movement 
to rally Canadians and 
encourage everyone to 
take the vaccine when it’s 
their turn.

The race is on against new COVID-19 variants. The 
only way to continue on our path out of the pandemic 
is for all of us to receive 2 vaccine shots. I got mine, 
as did my whole family. Of course, like virtually every 
medical treatment there is, vaccines have risks. But 
the risks of COVID-19 are far far greater. For more 
information, visit thisisourshot.ca. To register for 
your shot, visit York.ca/covid19

Local Planning Authority Attacked again by Province
I can’t let another newsletter go by without highlighting the 
continued assault on local governance by the provincial government. 
The new rules for the regional land needs assessment require York 
Region to consider the demands of the housing market. That is 
code for further sprawl on sensitive land owned by developers and 
speculators. 

Early in their mandate, this government reinstated developer-
friendly rules at the Ontario Land Tribunal, formerly called the Local 
Planning Appeals Tribunal and before that the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB), which has final say over most planning decisions in 
Ontario. The government also needlessly rewrote the rules around 
development charges in an attempt to favour developers, only to 
ultimately create rules not much different than those we currently 
work under. That was one rare case where the government listened 
to municipalities and the public. 

As I noted in my last printed newsletter, the government also stripped 
the conservation authorities, including the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority, of their power to regulate new development 
in order to protect our creeks, rivers and lakes. 

Community 
Safety
Markham was recently ranked 
as the second safest city in 
Canada. Frankly, I’m not sure I 
buy it. But one of the best ways 
to keep ourselves safe is to 
watch out for each other. If you 
are interested in establishing 
or joining a Neighbourhood 
Watch group in your area, email 
the York Regional Police at                    
neighbourhoodwatch@yrp.ca.

Cycling and 
pedestrian 
safety on 
the Rouge 
Valley Trail

Markham Public Library turns 50 this year!

To celebrate this milestone birthday, MPL is removing barriers to 
access for users. Children and teens are no longer be charged 
overdue fines for borrowed library materials that are returned 
late. MPL’s Fine Free Program ensures that children and teens 
of all economic backgrounds can enjoy equal opportunities to 
imagine, create, learn and grow.

MPL branches are also planning a limited reopening in August. 

And of course, they have vastly increased 
the use of Ministerial Zoning Orders to 
fast track developments with no local 
oversight. This tool, rarely used since being 
introduced in the 1940s has been used 
over 40 times by the current government. 
And most recently they have introduced 
a new tool, the Minister’s Consent Order, 
which will allow the province to approve 
land severances, again without significant 
local input. 

I have noted several times in the past 
that I am no fan of the current planning 
process. It is slow and cumbersome. I 
support a thorough review to make it 
more efficient and effective and less 
costly. But I cannot support this chaotic 
and piecemeal dismantling of the 
process to favour the politically influential 
development industry. 

The Rouge Valley Trail has been a life 
saver for many during the pandemic; 
a way to get beyond the four walls of 
our homes and enjoy nature and some 
fresh air. However, I receive regular 
complaints about conflicts between 
pedestrians and cyclists on the trails. 
Cyclists must yield to pedestrians and 
are strongly encouraged to control 
their speed. Pedestrians should keep 
to the right and cyclists are legally 
required to have a bell or horn to alert 
unsuspecting pedestrians. It all comes 
down to courtesy and caring about 
others.

@reidmcalpine @reidmcalpine
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More Neighbours  are Coming
York Region has released their draft 
2051 Land Needs Assessment. The 
forecasts are part of the Region’s ongoing 
Municipal Comprehensive Review and 
Official Plan Update.  Highlights include:

 ● 2051 population for Markham 
= 619,200; 280,100 more people 
between 2016 and 2051

 ● 52% of our growth will be within our 
current  urban boundary, but . . .

 ● All of Markham’s white belt/
countryside lands (1490 ha/3680 ac) 
are needed to accommodate  2051 
growth (1270 ha for neighbourhood 
lands/220 ha for employment lands)

 ● 2051 Employment = 309,200; 127,200 
more jobs between 2016 and 2051

 ● Phasing policies will need to be 
developed so that sewer, water and 
other services can be provided  to 
the white belt in an affordable way. 
Patchwork development won’t 
work.

Main Street Unionville 
Please Slow Down 

Do you need a 
TREE CUTTING PERMIT? 

Main Street Unionville, the jewel of Markham, is adorned 
with more flowers than ever this year. Outdoor patios 
have expanded and the crowds are enjoying the 
atmosphere. Traffic calming measures are in place to 
slow cars and make the street safer for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Northbound cars must yield to southbound cars 
at the “bump-outs”. The speed limit is only 30km/h. If 
you can avoid driving on Main Street, please do. 
Also, plans are underway to rebuild the streetscape with 
a new road surface, sidewalks, lamp posts, trees and 
more. Work on the underground utilities is expected to 
begin in the fall of 2022 with project completion by late 
2023. 

LDD Gypsy Moths 
Attacking Markham 
Trees
As I write this it is not clear what the state of our trees will be as a result of the LDD (Gypsy) Moth infestation when 
you actually read it. The infestation began last year and is continuing this year. It may also continue for another year 
or even two before the population collapses due to naturally occurring fungi and viruses. The most obvious result of 
the infestation is the defoliation of many trees by the caterpillars that will eventually become moths. Unfortunately, 
it is now too late to spray approved pesticides to control the moths (and even then there are ecological issues with 
the sprays). The good news is that healthy trees will likely survive and many may even grow new leaves this year. 
You can help the trees by ensuring they are well watered and not stressed from drought or other causes. City staff 
are now assessing the situation and planning for 2022. Removal of egg masses from city trees (as was done earlier 
this spring) may begin this fall and will likely cover a larger portion of the city. You too can remove the egg masses 
from your trees when they appear. For ways to help fight the caterpillars, visit markham.ca/LDDmoth

Please 
Mow 
Your 
Lawn!

The most common complaint I receive is 
about unmown grass and unkempt yards 
(after winter snow clearing issues that 
is). The Keep Markham Beautiful bylaw 
requires that grass be kept under 6 inches 
or 15 centimetres and that bushes and 
landscaping be kept tidy. Garbage and 
other debris must be removed from all 
properties, and driveways are not to be 
used as permanent storage locations for 
building materials or debris of any sort. If 
your neighbours are letting the community 
down, perhaps a brief friendly conversation 
is the best avenue. If that fails, you can 
report the situation to the Markham 
customer service team at 905.477.5530 or 
email customerservice@markham.ca.

Recently in Ward 3 I have been dealing with a number of 
trees being illegally cut down or badly damaged during 
pruning. Markham has a bylaw to protect mature trees, even 
on private property. You need a permit to cut any tree that is 
more than 20 cm or 8 inches in diameter at chest height.

Trees provide essential environmental services to help fight 
climate change, control storm water runoff, and wildlife 
habitat loss. Healthy trees can withstand strong winds and 
winter ice. They are not normally dangerous. And mature 
trees add significant dollar value to your property. So, please 
call the city before you cut!

And when you do cut or prune, I highly recommend hiring a 
qualified arborist. Tree cutting is one of the most dangerous 
jobs there is.  And pruning is a real skill. Don’t leave either to 
an amateur. 

Some have questioned the 52% intensification figure. 
Markham has been achieving over 60% recently. And 
ten years ago, plans to develop any, let alone all, of the 
white belt were hugely controversial and attracted a 
thousand residents to a Markham Council meeting. 
As a result, York Region has agreed to study the 
implications of several higher intensification targets. 
To learn more and contribute your comments visit 
york.ca/mcr. 

More news and monthly digital newsletter registration at www.reidmcalpine.caContact Reid- rmcalpine@markham.ca or (905) 984-5103 @reidmcalpine
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